CastleSchool
Secondary Key stage 3
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Intent

Our Secondary Curriculum
focuses on learning and
strives to provide an exciting
and stimulating environment,
be creative and fun whilst
setting a standard for all the
children.
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The Key Stage 3 Curriculum is based upon a highly differentiate
approach with a wealth of enrichment learning opportunities to
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A students needs are incorporated into individualised
LIN2EIN) YYSa (2 &adzLII2ZNL GKS &ad«




Implementation

Classes are a mix of students in
years 7, 8 and 9 and are named
after Castles. Students are grouped
upon the most suitable learning
style for that particular child.
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Edinburgh
The majority of learners follow are-formal curriculum, the lessons are fun, lively where
learners learn and develop through a range of experiences.

Balmoral
Students in Balmoral follow semiformal curriculum. Studentslo activitiescentred
around storiedo help extendour vocabulary, reading skills and comprehension.

Carisbrooke

A pre and semiormal class wherehildren generalisethe skills they are learning and
develop their ability to apply them to real life situation&ctivities are built around,

rhythm and rhyme, sensory play, and acting (dressing up as characters). Through these
different approaches the pupils are developing their attention and listening skills.

Corfe

Within Corfe the learning is of a mof@mal approach. The students follow a curriculum
where there is a balance between the more formal learning subjects alongside
opportunities to develop more practical skills and experience learning opportunities
within the wider community too.

Dover

Doverclassare a group of semformallearners. Thetudents are learning to
communicate using MakatoRECSor using our communicatiomoardsor iPadsfor
communication.



Innovation and impact

Pre formal:

Subjects such as English
and maths are
intertwined throughout
sessions instead of a
focused session. It allows
the children togeneralise
the skills they are learning
and develop their ability
to apply them to real life
situations. Activities are
built around, rhythm and
rhyme, sensory play, and
acting (dressing up as
characters). Through
these the pupils are
developing their attention
and listening skills.




Semiformal
Classes

In these classes students are
learning to communicate. You
might hear talking , using
Makaton signing, PECS, or using
our communication boards.
Activities are based around a
story, this helps to develop
skills inMathsand English as
well as social and
communication skills and
independence.

Students will have opportunities
to practice listening in circle
time, working on independent
tasks at our tables, moving
around to communicate, or self
regulating in outside areas.




Formal

Within these groups learners follow a broad
curriculum that includes 6 key areas: English,
Maths, our world, creativity, physical and
PSHBWe use a therapeutic approach to our
learning; our focus is on the individual and
everything we do is used as a learning
opportunity.



Formal Classes:

AFormal classes ikey Stage vill start to engage with
more out of school learning if they are all able to leave
the school environment as a whole group, whilst
remaining safe. Short trips to the local shop, park and
cafe may begin to form part of the weekly timetable.
Students may also be offered further opportunities for
out of school learning, e.qg., a cycling programme that
includes sessions out on the roads outside of school.

AThe purpose for trips out of school is for students to
practise the key skills they have learned within school,
e.g., money exchange, social and communication skills
and safety within the community.

AThere are other trips organised as special -offeevents
or as part of projects.g the Christmas pantomime,
PowerHousdésames, filrmmaking projects (with finished
films shown at Cambrldge Junction).



Semic Formal Classes:

A Semiformal classes focus on practising key skills in school,
e.?., money exchange, social and communication skills and
safety within the school environment. This may be done
through activities such as a weeklyalass cafe or weekly
bike sessions in the playground.

ATrips out are not weekly but arranged when they
specifically support a key aspect of learning, e.q., trips to
the local shop when students learn about money and
horseriding when |t_su_ﬁports individual student targets /
needs. Students will likely be split into smaller groups to
create a higher staff to pupil ratio to ensure safety. Extra
resources needed for these trips (which may include extra
staffing) are planned in advance alongside the curriculum.

AThere are other trips out organised as special-offe
events or as part of projects, g the Christmas
antomime,PowerHousd&sames, filrmmaking projects
with finished films shown at Cambridge Junction).







Residential opportunities

This year a trip is planned to Grafham water
(Activities centre) for our year 9 students.
Residentials provides opportunities for
Personal growth, independence and also
increases in self esteem and confidence in the
activities that are provided



Curriculunplanning

We use the four areas of the EHCP to help construct the curriculum and
also to

ACognition and learning

ASocial, emotional and mental health
ASensory and physical communication and interaction
ACommunication and Interaction




